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is for at least nine out of the twelve chiian practically
that of the treatise drawn up by Yuan-chuang and presented
to his sovereign. Some of the notes and comments may have
been added by Pien-chi but several are evidently by a
later hand. In some of the early editions these notes seem
to have been incorporated in the text and there is reason
for supposing that a few passages now in the text should
be printed as interpolated comments.

The Hsi-yii-chi exists in several editions which present
considerable variations both in the text and in the supple-
mentary notes and explanations. For the purposes of the
present Commentary copies of four editions have been used.
The first of these editions is that known to scholars as the
Han-shan (^ ill) Hsi-yu-chi, which was brought out at
private expense. This is substantially a modern Soochow
reprint of the copy in one of the collections of Buddhist
books appointed and decreed for Buddhist monasteries
in the time of the Ming dynasty. It agrees generally with
the copy in the Japanese collection of Buddhist books in
the Library of the India Office, and it or a similar Ming
copy seems to be the only edition of the work hitherto
known to western students. The second is the edition of
which a copy is preserved in the library of a large Buddhist
monastery near Foochow. This represents an older form
of the work, perhaps that of the Sung collection made in
A. D. 1103, and it is in all respects superior to the common
Ming text. The third is an old Japanese edition which
has many typographical and other errors and also presents
a text differing much from other editions. It is apparently
a reprint of a Sung text, and is interesting in several
respects, but it seems to have many faults and it is badly
printed. The fourth is the edition given in the critical
reprint which was recently produced in the revised collec-
tion of Buddhist books brought out in Japan. This edition

on the completion of the Records which does not contain any mention
or hint of assistance. Instead of the B reading ^ the other texts
have jff which is the correct form.
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